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r. Rousseur, from the Committee on Armed Services, submitted the 
following 


EPORT 
accompany 5 1650] 


The Committee on Armed Services, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. 1650) to provide for the release of the right, title, and interest of 
the United States in a certain tract of parcel or land conditionally 
granted by it to the city of Savannah, Chatham County, Ga., having 
considered the same, report favorably thereon without amendment 
and recommend that the bill do pass 


PURPOSE OF THE BILI 


The bill would authorize the Secretary of the Army to convey to 
the city of Savannah the reversionary rights now held by the United 
States in the title to a tract of land known as Fort Jackson, located 
in the city of Savannah, Ga 


EXPLANATION OF THE BILL 


Historical background 

The tract of land involved in the proposed legislation consists of 
approximately 1.6 acres. It was first acquired by the Federal Govern- 
ment in 1808. It was maintained as a military garrison until 1849, 
at which time the garrison was withdrawn. During the Civil War the 
post was occupied and reoccupied intermittently. 
Sale of property to city of Savannah 

Pursuant to the provisions of the act of March 4, 1923, the property 
was conveyed to the city of Savannah for a consideration of $1,000 
The deed of conveyance provided that the title should revert to the 
United States uf the land be not used for pub lic park purposes 
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The city of Savannah was unable to carry out its plan for utilizing 
this property for mark purposes, due to lack of public interest and 
lack of funds. The property has been in disuse and at the present 
time is surrounded on three sides by the city dump and on the fourth 
side by the Savanaoah River. 

Proposed utilization of the property 

The city of Savannah mtends to sell several acres of the surrounding 
property to a chemical company for a total of approximately $600 for 
the entire tract. Fort Jackson would be included in this sale. Insofar 
as Fort Jackson is concerned, however, the sale cannot be consum- 
mated because the reversionary clause 14 the original deed of convey- 
ance does not give to the city of Savannah a clear title under existing 
circumstances. The pending bill would clarify the situs ition and 
convey to the city of Savann: ah the Federal Government’s reversionar Vv 
interest to the property. 


Alternate solution 


Au alternate solution would be for the Federal Government to 
exercise its right under the reversionary clause of the title, repossess 
the land, declare it surplus and sell it to the highest bidder. In view 
of the fact that the city of Savannah originally paid $1,000 for the 
property, and the fact that it does not appear that this property 
currently has any measurable market value because of its small size 
and its location, the committee did not feel that this alternative should 
be undertaken 


Recommendation of the Evecutive Branch 

The Department of the Army and the Bureau of the Budget inter- 
pose no objection to the bill, as indicated by the following report from 
the Secretary of the Army to the Chairman of the Armed Services 
Committee: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., August 15, 1961 
Hon. Ricuarp B. RusseE.1, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, 
United States Senate. 

Dear Senator Russeiyu: Reference is made to your request to the Secretary 
of Defense for the views of the Department of Defense with respect to 8. 1650, 
EKighty-second Congress, first session, a bill to provide for the release of the right, 
title, and interest of the United States in a certain tract or parcel of land con- 
ditionally granted by it to the city of Savannah, Chatham County, Ga. The 
Secretary of Defense has delegated to this Department the responsibility for 
expressing the views of the Department of Defense thereon. 

The Department of the Army on behalf of the Department of Defense has no 
objection to the above-mentioned bill. 

The purpose of this bill is to direct the Secretary of the Army to release to the 
citv of Savannah, Ga., all of the Government’s right, title, and interest in a tract 
of land conveyed to the city under an act dated March 4, 1923. 

The land which is the subject of this measure comprises approximately 1.6 
acres and was once known as Fort Jackson. On June 9, 1925, this property was 
conveyed to the mayor and aldermen of the city of Savannah, Ga., for a con- 
sideration of $1,000 under the provisions of the act of March 4, 1923 (42 Stat. 


1450 That act, and the deed of conveyance, provided that the land should be 
used only for public park purposes and that should it cease to be so used or put 
to anv other use, title would revert to the United States. Subsequent to the 


conveyance, the city of Savannah found itself unable to continue its plans for 
the development of a park which would have included the lands conveyed, and 
the land has not, therefore, ever been used for park purposes. It is surrounded on 
three sides by property of the city of Savannah and there is no road to the remains 
of the original structure located on the tract 
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It has been ascertained from the city officials that industrial development of 
the city-owned land, and the tract which is the subject of this measure, is being 
planned but that these plans cannot be carried through to fruition unless the 
Government’s residual interest in the 1.6-acre tract is released. 

There is no foreseeable military requirement for the property and since the 
proposed development will probably result in a general public benefit and may 
have the incidental effect of further enlargement and development of the port of 
Savannah, no objection is interposed to the measure. 


Enactment of this measure into law will not involve the expenditure of any 
Department of Defense funds 
A report on H. R. 4137, Eighty-second Congress, a companion bill, has been 


coordinated among the departments and boards in the Department of Defense 
in accordance with procedures prescribed by the Secretary of Defense. 
The Bureau of the Budget advised that there was no objection to the submission 
of the report on H. R. 4137 
Sincerely yours, 


Frank Pace, Jr., Secretary of the Army. 
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